
 

 

 

July 2022  

Dear Parents and Carers 

Well, we have made it through the academic year; staff and students certainly seem more tired than would 

be usual, perhaps due to the events over the two years; re-establishing the customs and practice of two or 

more years ago has required more thought and effort than we had expected. 

Year 11 and 13 students have responded amazingly to the challenges with which they have been presented 

over the last two or more years, and this was epitomised by the way in which they approached the end of 

their term formal examinations. We all felt for our Year 13 students who faced their A-level examinations not 

having been through the experience of sitting externally assessed GCSEs. Students in both year groups 

deserve success, but whatever their outcomes in August, they should be as proud as we are of all that they 

have achieved, not just in terms of academic progress, but also their resilience. 

In the final half term of the academic year, it was great to have the opportunity to get prepared for 

September, with this in mind we held two transition events for current year 8 students hoping to attend LeAF 

next year. It was wonderful to be able to host a transition afternoon for the first time since COVID. We had 

the opportunity to meet many of the students joining LeAF in September, giving the students the chance to 

spend time in and around the school. Students participated in practical activities with their coaches either 

out in the sun with our sports team or inside the dance studios where our performing arts department were 

rehearsing for their end of year show. Along with the practical activities our transition students also had the 

chance to meet their tutors engage with icebreaker activities, sharing their individual specialisms and a little 

bit about themselves. The day ran smoothly, and it was brilliant to meet our future LeAF students. 

As well as our transition afternoon for students, Mr Clark and Mr Dennett also hosted a parents information 

evening to answer any questions and run through our expectations at LeAF. Yet another first since before 

COVID to invite parents onto site.  

A message from Mr Clark: 

Since I have taken over responsibility for Inclusion at Easter, I have been reviewing all our Inclusion 

processes and policies with a particular focus on behaviour and attendance. Together with the Heads of 

Year and pastoral team, we have been looking at ways we can improve these to ensure greater 

consistency across the school and improve both attendance and behaviour for all students. Whilst these are 

not major changes, there will be some small differences from September, and we will be sharing these with 

both students and parents in the new year so that everyone is aware of what has changed.  

We will be having a renewed focus on monitoring attendance across the school. As the impact of Covid 

subsides, it is critical that we get students back to pre-pandemic levels of attendance as every day that they 

miss will negatively impact of their chances of success in terms of both their academics and specialisms. I 

have previously written to parents regarding the impact of poor attendance, and we will be monitoring this 

every fortnight to ensure no students fall below the expected level of 96% attendance. We have previously 

made use of parent contracts in extreme cases, and we will be increasing our use of these for any students 

where we have concerns about falling attendance. Please ensure that your child attends school wherever 

possible to give them the best chance of success. 

A message from Heads of Year: 

Congratulations to all Year 9 & 10 for all their achievements this academic year. Following End of Year 

exams, we would like to take this opportunity to remind you that students should have the correct 



equipment everyday including geometry sets and scientific calculators, and full uniform which is available 

to purchase via the school’s website. 

A message from Mrs Taylor on PSHE week: 

The final week of term was a chance for students to really embed their Personal, Social, Health and 

Economic (PSHE) Education.  

We had visits from three different organisations during this week:   

• Shelter Box ( https://www.shelterbox.org/) who talked about the humanitarian work they provide 

across the world.  

• Dorset & Wiltshire Fire Service (Dorset & Wiltshire Fire Service (dwfire.org.uk)) who talked about 

the dangers of fire and especially use of fires around our heathland and the New Forest in our 

current heatwave.   

• The RNLI (RNLI - Royal National Lifeboat Institution - Saving Lives at Sea) who gave a talk on 

water safety and what to do in an emergency.    

Our thanks to these three organisations for giving up their time to talk to our students on these important 

issues. 

At the beginning of the week the students were given the chance to learn and understand basic finance, 

such as interest rates, mortgages, and credit card debt.   

The year 10s were given the chance to plan and film their own small Stop Motion clip made from Lego and 

the year 9s were given the chance to research and debate on topics such as transgender issues in sports.   

Students had the opportunity to try their hand at creative writing while all students were given a really 

engaging talk about what makes a healthy relationship, types of contraception and STI’s by Mrs Lapskas.   

On Tuesday, a group of students were taken on a field trip to Marwell Zoo, despite the heat the day was 

very successful where they learnt about classification of animals, and some were able to look closely at 

various animal furs.   

 

On Wednesday, students who showed a keen interest in science and medicine were given the opportunity 

to take part on Operating Theatre Live. Students had a scenario of a car accident and then taken through 

the various stages of saving the patient life.  

They were given the chance to handle real (animal) organs and as you can see from the photos overleaf, 

they certainly got stuck in.  

 

https://www.shelterbox.org/
https://www.dwfire.org.uk/
https://rnli.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those not involved in the Operating Theatre Live day were involved in researching an historical conspiracy 

theory they then had to present about to the other students. This task really engaged all students involved 

and some great models linked to their chosen conspiracies were seen.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I write this, we still have the Thorpe Park trip and our sports day which involves out new house team 

system. A successful and enjoyable week was had by all. 

A message from Performing Arts: 

Our Performing Arts students have had a wonderful, few weeks including two hugely successful 

productions; LeAF LIVE at Absolute Music and Let Me Entertain You at Poole Lighthouse. Both events 



were well attended and provided our students with professional opportunities to work creatively in their 

specialisms.  

LeAF LIVE happens on multiple times across the academic year 

and culminates in our students heading out to Absolute Music 

to perform in their wonderful gig space. The students, who 

formed their own bands performed and shared their 

musicianship and vocal talents across the evening.  

 

 

Bournemouth Echo reviewed 

Let Me Entertain You and 

commended our performers 

for their ‘beaming smiles, 

passion and raw talent’ and 

said that our ‘incredibly 

talented kids are on the 

brink of stardom, and I have no doubt that every single one of them will 

succeed’.  

The full review from Bournemouth Echo can be read here: 

https://www.bournemouthecho.co.uk/news/20284169.review-let-

entertain-lighthouse-poole/ 

 

Deborah Hurst’s photographs are online now. Deborah 

kindly took these free of charge so all purchases and 

proceeds will ensure she continues to take our 

photographs. You can order these for digital downloads or 

actual photographs and so much more. 

www.hurstphotography.co.uk.  

The password is available on the Supporters and Students 

Facebook pages. 

The year has been fantastic, and our students have been 

involved and exposed with so many wonderful events and 

opportunities. LeAF Studio Performing Arts builds upon our 

specialism calendar every year and we are sure next year 

will be yet another busy year!  

 

Our Y13 Stage students celebrated the end of their time with us with their annual leavers lunch! Some of 

these students have been with us for five years and some for just two. We are proud of each and everyone 

of your achievements and look forward to following your new journeys.  

https://www.bournemouthecho.co.uk/news/20284169.review-let-entertain-lighthouse-poole/
https://www.bournemouthecho.co.uk/news/20284169.review-let-entertain-lighthouse-poole/
http://www.hurstphotography.co.uk/


 

Wishing our students, a wonderful summer and for those moving to pastures new, we wish you all the love 

and luck in the world. Remember LeAF Studio is always a place you are welcome, and we do hope that you 

keep in touch.  

Events planned for 2022-2023 are: 

• Theatre trips  

• External visitors, speakers, and vocational colleges/universities  

• LeAF LIVE (multiple events across the year) 

• An Evening With… KS4 

• An Evening With… LS6 

• MOVE IT 

• An Evening of Dance 

• Livin’ La Vida Loca – Celebrating 10 years of LeAF Studio  

A message from Sport: 

What a year it has been for the Sport Specialism. We have seen local, regional, and national competition 

success for our school teams and most students have continued to exceed expectations in their own sports 

outside of school.  

We have added Miss Small, Miss Spencer and most recently Mr Connolly to the Sports Department teaching 

staff this year, which has resulted in a sharp increase in extra-curricular participation and competitive 

sports opportunities for our students; 97% of the students across Years 9 – 13 attending 1 or more clubs 

throughout the year and over one third of the student population attending 3 or more clubs. This is a vast 

increase on previous years, and we look to continue this heading into the following 2022-23 academic year.  

LeAF teams have competed across a variety of sports this year including athletics, cricket, netball, rugby, 

volleyball, and swimming. Kharma M (Y10) & Tyler C (Y13) represented LeAF & Dorset Schools at the 

Southwest Athletics Championships in Shotput and Hurdles, respectively. We gained notable success in 

handball whereby our Year 9 boys and Year 10 girls both qualified for the South Region National Finals, 



along with all but one of our teams making the National Cup Round of 32, and of course, a memorable day 

for our Year 9 Boys team, who won the English Schools FA National Cup at West Bromwich Albion FC – the 

first for our school! 

In individual successes there are many to celebrate. Jimmy-Jay M, in Year 11 has secured a professional 

contract with Southampton FC and represented England U16s scoring numerous times against teams 

across Europe and further afield. Harry R (Y11) has secured a scholarship with AFC Bournemouth, and Dan 

P (Y9), Sergii I & Jacob J (both Y10) signed contracts with AFC Bournemouth and the latter Portsmouth FC. 

Kayleigh P (Y9), Rhianna W & Freya J (Y10) also signed for AFC Bournemouth ladies.  

Following an introduction to the sport through Miss Spencer’s afterschool Powerlifting club, many students 

competed for the first time at the National Championships and came away with medals. Special mention to 

Chloe T (Y11) and Laila T (Y12) who have both been selected for Team GB at the World Championships in 

August 2022 in Istanbul, Turkey. Drew B (Y12), Kady B (Y11) and Charnie T (Y10) are reserve in their 

weight category, and Harvey C (Y9) is selected for England at the Commonwealths in New Zealand in 

November 2022. Hopefully, greater things to come next year as our lifters gain greater strength and 

experience. 

Ryan O (Y12) has been selected for GB U21 Triathlon Team and is competing in the European Qualifiers 

over the summer holidays. Mabel R (Y10) won the Frivelton Cup representing England in Double Mini 

Trampoline alongside her swimming commitments at regional level! Further international success came 

from Finley S (Y10) who achieved a Silver Medal at the European Brazilian Ju-Jitsu Championships and 

heads to Dubai to represent Wales for the World Youth MMA Championships in August 2022. Good luck to 

Jenson B & Ollie D (both Y11) who this weekend travel to USA to continue with their very successful 

season of golf competition. Jamie W (Y13) won the prestigious UCI 2.1 Race “Emperor of the Juniors” 

(Road Cycling) in Koksijde-Belgium and will now ride full time with his Cannibal Racing Team as he departs 

from LeAF. Good Luck Jamie! 

Kenzie B (Y10) was selected for England in Cycle Speedway, and we saw Ella D (Y9) selected by England 

Boxing Talent Pathway. Angel PP (Yr13) won the U18 National Cup with Poole Phoenix Handball Club, and 

Lexie C and Daisy S (both Y10) were crowned national champions in cycle speedway with Lexie also being 

selected for Dorset Rugby along with Madison S (also in Y10). Henry V and Lewis O (both Y9) were 

selected by the Bath Rugby Club DPP, along with Hattie W (Y9) who has been selected for Team Bath’s 

Netball Academy. 

We look forward to what the next year brings for our students’ sporting successes as they continue to 

develop and study for their Dual-Careers at LeAF. Have a wonderful summer and please keep us updated 

with any sporting successes by emailing Mr Evans on dan.evans@leafstudio.co.uk.  

Important Dates: 

• Thursday 1st September  

o INSET day, school closed to pupils 

• Friday 2nd September  

o INSET day, school closed to pupils 

• Monday 5th September  

o school open for all, 8:35am 

• Friday 23rd September 

o Yr13 careers trip to Loughborough University 

• Thursday 29th September 

o KS4 Open Evening 

• Wednesday 12th October 

o KS5 Safe Drive, Stay Alive assembly by Dorset & Wiltshire Fire Service 

mailto:dan.evans@leafstudio.co.uk


 

• Thursday 13th October 

o Yr11 Parent Raising Achievement Evening 6:30pm 

• Friday 21st October 

o School photos 

• Monday 31st October 

o INSET day, school closed to pupils 

• Monday 7th November to Friday 25th November 

o Yr11 and Yr13 PPE 1 exams 

• Thursday 17th November 

o KS5 Open Evening 

 

I would like to wish everyone a safe and happy summer and look forward to seeing the pupils on their 

return in September. 

Kind regards 

 
 

Nadine Lapskas 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


