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Dear Parents and Carers 

Happy New Year!  I hope that you and your loved ones have had a good holiday and have been 
unaffected by COVID-19. I also hope that the year ahead will have less uncertainty than the last 20 or so 
months.  That said, unfortunately, there continues to be some uncertainty about the forthcoming 
term.  The Department for Education (DfE) has yesterday (Sunday 2 January) published further guidance 
about the beginning of term.  This email is intended to clarify our arrangements for the week ahead. 

Testing for those that have provided consent, will happen during inset on Tuesday 4th January 
2022. 

Our new term will start, as intended, on Wednesday 5 January at 8.35 am for those 
based at LeAF and as informed by offsite partners. 

The most significant change in the DfE guidance is that from now, it is recommended that face-coverings 
are worn in classrooms.  The advice builds on the existing guidance that recommends face coverings 
should be worn in communal areas.  The advice on face coverings in classrooms will be in place until at 
least Wednesday 26 January, when Plan B regulations are currently scheduled to expire. 

We are asking that all students at any LeAF educational site, unless exempt from doing so, 
wear face-covering at all times whilst indoors (other than when they are eating or drinking in the 
canteen areas). 

The School holds a small contingency stock of face-coverings available if an individual has forgotten or 
damaged their own.  Students should also be reminded that it is compulsory for face-coverings to be worn 
when using school buses or public transport. 

All members of our community have been asked to self-test at home before they travel to 
school on Wednesday if they are not attending for onsite testing on Tuesday.   

LFD home-testing kits were distributed at the end of last term to enable students to self-test before 
coming into contact with any other members of the school community.   

We are also asking parents to keep any students at home who are displaying any symptoms 
of COVID-19 (including those associated with the new variant).  We hope to limit those who have the 
virus being in school and therefore its transmission to other members of the school community 

According to the NHS and public health bodies, the main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are: 

• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need 
to measure your temperature) 



LeAF Studio | 01202 578886 
studioschool@leaf.bournemouth.sch.uk | www.leafstudio.co.uk 

LeAF Studio, Holloway Avenue, Bournemouth, Dorset, BH11 9JW 
Facebook: LeAF Studio School | Instagram: @leafstudioschool 

 

 

PERFORM TO YOUR POTENTIAL  
HIGH EXPECTATIONS – HIGH ACHIEVEMENT 

 
 

 

Principal: Nadine Lapskas 
Part of Ambitions Academies Trust 
CEO: Sian Thomas 

• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

• a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell 
or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

 

However, the top 5 symptoms in children and vaccinated adults are often indistinguishable from a simple 
cold and in order of prevalence are: 

1. Headache 

2. Runny Nose 

3. Sneezing 

4. Sore throat 
5. Cough 

A high temperature and the loss of taste or smell are now less prevalent.  It has been reported that 
Omicron patients experience fatigue, body aches and mild headaches.  We would welcome parents taking 
a cautious approach and keeping their child at home if they exhibit any of the above symptoms, to limit 
potential transmission of the virus in school. 

All students are also strongly encouraged to test twice a week using an LFD test and to report all results 
to the NHS.  If a LFD test outcome is positive, the student should immediately self-isolate, the school 
should be informed and arrangements should be made for a PCR test to be taken. 

If someone has tested positive for COVID-19 within the last 90 days, they are still strongly encouraged to 
take part in LFD testing at home (or on site) once they have completed their isolation period for their prior 
infection. 

Since Wednesday 22 December, the 10-day self-isolation period for people who record a positive PCR test 
result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days in most circumstances. Individuals may now take LFD 
tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. Those who receive two negative test results are no 
longer required to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. The first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 
of the self-isolation period and tests must be taken 24 hours apart. If both these test results are negative, 
and the individual does not have a high temperature, they may end their self-isolation after the second 
negative test result and return to school. 

Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests will need to complete the full 10-day period of self-isolation. 
Further information is available in the stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed 
COVID-19 infection.  

People who are fully vaccinated, or children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 
months, identified as a close contact of someone with COVID-19, should take an LFD test every day for 
seven days and continue to attend school as normal, unless they have a positive test result or develop 
symptoms at any time. 

As you will appreciate, high rates of COVID-19 may cause difficulties with the availability of staff. Our 
priority is to keep the school open with all students continuing face-to-face education.  In addition to 
engaging supply staff and re-deploying our own staff, as the DfE have advised that students do not need 
to be kept in consistent groups, we may also consider combining classes if there are staffing issues. We 
will be continuing to develop our use of MS Teams to ensure that there is a provision for students learning 
remotely, whether they are self-isolating, or if circumstances change and we are unable to maintain a 
face-to-face provision for all students. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection?utm_source=2%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection?utm_source=2%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
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Given that it is still intended that Year 11 and 13 students will be sitting external examinations in 
May/June this year, we will be prioritising maintaining a face-to-face provision for these students.  The 
formal assessments in January for students in these year groups will go ahead as originally 
planned as well as Year 10 BTEC Sport. 

We will be keeping our contingency plans under review, to keep as many students in face-to-face 
education as possible.  Please be assured, that, no matter what 2022 brings, we will continue to do all that 
we can to provide high quality education, care and pastoral support for our students. 

We look forward to seeing all students on their return. 

Best wishes 

 

Mrs N Lapskas 
Principal 

 

              

 

 

 

 


