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October 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers 

End of Term Newsletter 

How nice it has felt this half term to have some normality back in education. Though we have had 

Covid cases, there has been limited impact on the students and I am so proud of how they have 

settled back into the school routine.  

Recently I came across the image below, it really does stress how students have had their education 

impacted over the past two years: 

 

Academics 

It has been refreshing to start a new year without any remote learning or lockdowns, and students 

have responded very positively to the challenge they face in catching up on the learning time lost 

over the last two years. Fortunately, most students engaged brilliantly with our online lessons and 

this has been reflected in a very focused start to the year. 

The new Year 9 students have already completed baseline assessments in all their subjects and will 

be moving into their new Core sets for English, Maths and Science after half term. Mrs Hawkins said 

they were the best year group she has ever had for a series of exams, which is high praise indeed! 
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Year 11 have launched their three-part plan for their final year, starting with the Potential stage. 

Parents received an online presentation from Mr Clark and students were given a comprehensive 

assembly in school focusing on the year ahead and what they need to do to perform to their potential 

in the summer exams.  

In-school intervention sessions have already started at break and lunchtimes and small group tutoring 

in Maths and English will start after half term for targeted students. The first set of PPE (mock) exams 

will start in November and parents and students have already been sent details of what to revise for 

each subject. 

A few Post-16 students will be resitting English and Maths GCSE exams in the November series in 

addition to the other external assessments they already have in place. 

Whilst it is a daunting task facing many of our young people in both Year 11 and Year 13, they are 

tackling it with their usual determination and resilience, and we are confident they will leave us with 

results that reflect their hard work and commitment.  

Reading Strategy 

Students have been given the opportunity to develop their reading skills further this half term 

through a range of activities. During tutor time, Years 9 and 10 have been given short extracts to 

read by some of the great authors in English literature. Word of the week is being embedded across 

the school in order to help improve students’ vocabulary - students are becoming very competitive 

as each time they use the words, they receive achievement points!  

Sport students have been given recommended reads from their coaches including autobiographies 

and biographies of inspirational athletes. A number of our Sports boys have become really captivated 

with Marcus Rashford’s autobiography! Autobiographies and biographies can be a great way to 

develop an interest in reading as you can spend time focusing on a favourite personality, learning 

how they got to where they are now and what motivated them to be successful.  

In English, the reading strategy is firmly embedded with Silent Reading activities and students are 

recognising that an interesting book that they have chosen for themselves is a vital piece of their 

school equipment. Where possible, please can students donate their finished books to our library so 

that others can enjoy. 

Teaching & Learning 

Students have spent T1 once again getting used to our rules and routines after their summer 

holiday.  

The use of red pens and green pens have been remembered quickly and their books reflect their hard 

work and dedication to improve in their subjects - students have even been stopping Mrs Percival in 

the corridors to show her their work!  
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The use of linked learning headings and dual coding mean that all students know how their learning 

is sequenced lesson by lesson; this includes model answers, so students have the opportunity to 

produce top grade answers themselves. 

Performing Arts Specialism 

The Performing Arts team are thrilled to be back and have been busy preparing for the academic 

year ahead. We’ve drafted a full and rich calendar including many performance opportunities, visits, 

trips and in-house auditions. 

 

Our Coaching faculty has grown once more, and we were delighted to welcome back Ally Cox 

(Acting/Acting Through Song) and Karl Davies (Vocal Cover) and also our newest addition Kelly Pope 

(Dance Cover). Thank you for sharing your knowledge and expertise with our students. 

 

We are delighted to be working with Totally RAD Music who are providing an extensive 

range of peripatetic music tuition. If you are interested in signing up for this 

programme, please contact Karl.Hayman@leafstudio.co.uk  

This half term we were fortunate to watch Political Mother 

(Hofesh Schecter) and The Wedding (Gecko) at Lighthouse 

Theatre. To follow this our students received an exclusive 

workshop by Gecko.  

We are currently busy booking in vocational colleges, 

universities, and industry experts to provide workshops, 

experiences, and in-house auditions over the course of this year.  

Auditions have begun and continue over the coming months for 

our productions and events – we hope to see lots of Stage & 

Screen students wanting to be involved and auditioning for our 

opportunities.  

Please continue to check our social media and your emails for more information. 

Facebook for Parent/Carers/Friends & Family: Supporters of LeAF Studio (Stage & Screen) 

Facebook for Students Only: LeAF Stage & Screen Students 

mailto:Karl.Hayman@leafstudio.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/827638090580035/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/694757790727732/
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Our second year LS6 students are busy preparing for their upcoming college and university 

applications and auditions – we wish them the very best of luck as they embark on their next steps 

of education.  

We look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events across this academic year! 

Sports Specialism 

The start of this term has been a very busy one for the Sports Specialism students. We want to say 

thank you to our Year 9s for their excellent start to their Core PE lessons studying badminton and 

rugby, along with their application and attitude towards their technical training. It has been fantastic 

to see how all of our students have welcomed both Miss Spencer and Miss Anderson to the sports 

specialism, and the way in which they are engaging with their expertise in dual-careers. 

Mr Davis and Mr Laurijssen have also been incredibly 

pleased with the start to the season for our various LeAF 

Football teams in both the Dorset and National Cup 

competitions, with us being undefeated across all year 

groups so far. Long may this continue! We have fixtures 

being arranged for our LS6 students too – it will be fantastic 

to see competitive sport returning to our Sixth Form 

provision.  

We have some exciting opportunities available in T2 for our 

mixed sports students, with opportunities to represent the 

school in a number of disciplines including badminton, 

swimming, handball and cross country to name a few. We 

are in talks with other schools locally to formalise a more 

structured competitions calendar, and we look forward to sharing this with you in the upcoming weeks. 

Our first round of extra-curricular provision will be released on Friday 22nd October, providing students 

with clubs and sessions after school to further develop their sporting and physiological conditioning. 

Clubs for T2 will include badminton, netball, rugby and weightlifting, providing each year group with 

a number of opportunities to access these clubs during the term. We have arranged for some Talent 

ID pathways to carry out assessment sessions at LeAF for this year, with the first being British 

Weightlifting through T2. 

We are delighted to share some successes of our students within the Sports Specialism. Firstly Sergii 

in Year 9 has signed terms with AFC Bournemouth’s Academy and is already flying in his first few 

games for the team; scoring a hat-trick versus Brighton and Hove Albion in his most recent outing. 

Jimmy-Jay (Year 11) has also continued to impress in Southampton FC U18s – we look forward to 

tracking his progress this season.  

We would also like to celebrate Rhianna (Year 10) and Erin (Year 9) being selected to trial for the 

England Schools FA at Millfield School. Even though they didn’t progress, the fact they were selected 
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to trial on a national pathway is something we are extremely proud of and both girls remain completely 

humble to their acheivements! Well done girls. 

Further individual successes include our golfers Jenson and Oliver (both Year 11). We are proud to 

share that Jenson has been selected for the South-West England Golf Squad  and Oliver has qualified 

for the Sky Sports Junior European final in Spain in November following his Faldo Series U16 win back 

in July. Elsewhere, we have had Cycle Speedway success for both Lexie and Daisy (both in Year 10) 

who finished 2nd and 3rd respectively in a National competition earlier this month, and also 

congratulations to Finn in Year 10 who secured a Silver medal at the Junior European Brazilian Jiu-

Jitsu Championships in Wolverhampton earlier this term. 

In regard to our sport specialism Academies, we have been given the green light again to reinstate 

our Academy of Swimming with Barry Alldrick, with our students visiting the pool last Wednesday for 

the first time since before the COVID lockdowns. Our Academy of boxing is in exciting talks to expand 

the provision including other local gyms in the area to complement the fantastic work lead coach 

Dave has provided our students at Wimborne ABC thus far. Our Academy of Golf has been lucky to 

experience the brand-new facilities at our partners GolfCatcher Academy, Iford, and we look forward 

to further developing our provision with GC in the future.  We have also welcomed guest speakers 

from Active Dorset and students from Solent University to the Sport Specialism this year in order to 

provide our talented athletes with further support, guidance and opportunities to help them lead a 

dual career. 

Our Year 12 and 13 students made a fantastic start to their BTEC Sport L3 course including preparation 

for their two exams in January 2022. Our Year 13s are continuing with their applications to university 

and apprenticeships for the next academic year, along with Oakley and Jamie M both finalising their 

dual-career work opportunities abroad on completion of their BTEC L3 course next year. We are 

looking at arranging a LS6 Specialism week for both Year groups in January 2022. 

Lastly, we are starting to put together a program of trips and visits to external universities, agencies 

and national sporting events for all year groups, so keep an eye on our social media for more 

information through T2. Please remember, if your child gains sporting success outside of school please 

do send a report and photo into Mr Evans (dan.evans@leafstudio.co.uk) so that we can celebrate the 

Sport Specialism achievements on our social media platforms!  

A message from Head of Year 11 – Mrs Watts 

It is an absolute pleasure to welcome Year 11 students back into school following the summer 

holidays, and we are very much looking forward to another busy and successful year. I am looking 

forward to great things over the next year and watching the year group develop into accomplished 

young adults. 

Year 11 is an important stage in your child’s education as they have now embarked on the final 

months of their GCSE courses. Throughout this time their teachers will be supportive in the ways of 

their education, but I would like to remind all Year 11 students that we are also here to support their 

well-being as this can be an incredibly stressful time. Communication is key in Year 11 and all tutors, 

mailto:dan.evans@leafstudio.co.uk
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subject teachers, pastoral staff and myself as Head of Year will be focusing on supporting the students’ 

mental well-being throughout the year. This will be a stressful time but with the right attitude and 

determination, this year will also be enjoyable and one students should be proud of. I wish all Year 

11 students the best of luck with their upcoming PPEs next term.  

A message from Head of Year 10 – Mr Edmonds 

Year 10 have settled back into school well. They have been looking at CVs in PD lessons and 

starting to think about options after GCSE’s. It has been great to see the sporting fixtures back up 

and running with huge wins for the boys’ and the girls’ football teams. Stage students are still 

talking about how much fun they had doing the show in July and wanting to take part in the next 

show.  

PD lessons have been focused on target setting and growth mindset in year 9. The students have 

been setting themselves targets for the year and three years up to GCSE’s. 

A message from Head of Year 9 – Miss Magookin 

A new academic year at a brand-new school. Already within the first term Year 9 have settled into 

the LeAF building well, and it has been great to see students build new friendships whilst sharing 

the passion they have for their specialisms. Starting a new school can be very daunting and I 

commend all Year 9 for taking everything in their stride. It has been great when walking around the 

school seeing students settling into their lessons and throwing themselves into technical training, 

which is something brand new to Year 9 students.  

Please may I remind all students and parents that for any type of absence, an absence form must be 

completed at the earliest convenience and returned to reception once it has been signed.  

 

I have been impressed with the attitude that Year 9 have shown so far and I am confident that this will 

continue. I hope all students have enjoyed their first term at LeAF and enjoy the half term break, I look 

forward to welcoming them back for another busy term in T2.  

 

Careers 

Mrs Speed our independent careers advice and guidance counsellor has been conducting 1:1 

interviews with our Year 11 students. She has been providing them with information regarding further 

education pathways including staying on at LS6 sixth form and apprenticeships. She has been very 

impressed with how organised and focused our students are. They need to now ensure they do their 

best in their exams in order to meet the entry requirements needed to progress to the next level.  

The Training Fund 

The LeAF Studio Training Fund is an integral part of the support we provide for our students. We 

ask all parents to commit to a regular monthly payment by standing order, with all funds raised 

going directly to support both specialisms with new kit, equipment and resources. Over the last 12 

months we have raised over £3000, every penny of which has been spent on the students’ 

specialisms. We ask for a minimum monthly payment of just £5 but thank you to all of the parents 

who contribute more than this on a regular basis. With school budgets being at an all time low and 



LeAF Studio | 01202 578886 
studioschool@leaf.bournemouth.sch.uk | www.leafstudio.co.uk 

LeAF Studio, Holloway Avenue, Bournemouth, Dorset, BH11 9JW 
Facebook: LeAF Studio School | Instagram: @leafstudioschool 

 

PERFORM TO YOUR POTENTIAL  
HIGH EXPECTATIONS – HIGH ACHIEVEMENT 

 
 

 

Principal: Nadine Lapskas 
Part of Ambitions Academies Trust 
CEO: Sian Thomas 

the huge financial burden of coping with the Covid pandemic, the Training Fund is even more 

essential now to support both Stage & Screen and the Athlete Academy. For more information and 

the Gift Aid form, please see our main school website and look for the Training Fund section - 

https://www.leafstudio.co.uk/parents-and-students/training-fund/ 

And finally…. 

We enjoy celebrating our student’s successes outside of school and we welcome successes and 

achievements being shared to us via email to socialmedia@leafstudio.co.uk or through our 

Specialism staff directly.  Please follow/like our school social media channels to keep up to date with 

all things LeAF Studio and LS6: 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/leafstudioschool 
 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/leafstudioschool/ 

 
Future Dates 

Friday 22nd October School finishes for half term at 3:15pm 

Monday 1st November INSET Day 

Tuesday 2nd November All students return to school  

Wednesday 10th November KS5 Open Evening 

Thursday 11th November Y10 Parent Evening 

Thursday 18th November Y9 Parent Evening 

Thursday 25th November Parent Forum Meeting 

Monday 22nd November Y11 & Y13 PPEs commence 

Friday 3rd December INSET Day 

Friday 17th December School finishes for the Christmas break; half day 

 

I would like to wish all staff, students and parents a happy half term break and look forward to 

students returning after the holiday. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mrs N Lapskas 

Principal 

https://www.leafstudio.co.uk/parents-and-students/training-fund/
mailto:socialmedia@leafstudio.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/leafstudioschool
https://www.instagram.com/leafstudioschool/

