
OPERATION ENCOMPASS 
BRIEFING PACK



WHAT IS OPERATION ENCOMPASS?

Operation Encompass is a police and education early intervention safeguarding partnership enabling 

support for children and young people who are experiencing domestic abuse.
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The government definition of domestic violence is…

Any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, 

coercive or threatening behaviour, violence or abuse 

between those aged 16 or over who are or have been, 

intimate partners or family members regardless of 

gender or sexuality.

DOMESTIC ABUSE
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Exposure to domestic abuse can have a serious, long-lasting emotional and psychological impact on 

children. 

A child who is anxious and dysregulated, in a persistent state of alarm, is a child who cannot learn. A child 

could arrive at school in a high state of anxiety about what they may have experienced (seen or heard) the 

night before. This could include, but is not limited to, any of the following:

WHAT CHILDREN MAY EXPERIENCE

Other family 

members being 

hurt or 

intimidated:

abuse of siblings 

and/or pets

Destruction of 

property and 

belongings

Drug/alcohol 

misuse

Overhearing 

violent 

incidents

Forced 

participation in 

the abuse and 

degradation of 

their parent
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ACEs are stressful or traumatic experiences that can have a huge impact on children and young people 

throughout their lives.

Childhood adversity can create harmful levels of stress which impact healthy brain development. 

This can result in long-term effects on learning, behaviour and health.

Domestic abuse is classed as an ACE. Individuals with ACEs reported lower childhood personal 

resources through which to develop resilience.

ADVERSE CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES

Positive 

relationships

Community 

support

Personal 

skills

Cultural

connections

Here are a few ways people can develop resilience:
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What’s 

wrong with 

you?”

“
What’s 

happened 

to you?”

“
to…

The information from Operation Encompass enables you to change...

REMEMBER…

Ensure each child 

knows who they can talk 

to if they want to talk.”
“

One-to-one time with 

teacher to provide 

opportunities to talk, 

for example, helping 

with a job.”

“
Greet with a smile 

(McCrory).”“

Remember adult tone of 

voice, body language 

and any challenging 

language.”

“

Make the activities right 

for that child and how 

they are feeling that 

day.”

“
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You can download some useful resources to help raise awareness of Operation Encompass within your 

school. Contact your Key Adult to find out where these can be found.

HELPFUL RESOURCES

You can also look at the Hestia Bright 

Sky app: 

https://www.hestia.org/brightsky

This could be recommended to parents 

and the wider school community for 

those who may be concerned that they, 

or someone they know, might be a 

victim of domestic abuse.

Operation Encompass’s 10 key principles

National Decision Making Model

Statement for safeguarding policy

Key Adult responsibilities

Operation Encompass action plan checklist

School to parent letter
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