
Connect 4

A popular and engaging way to summarise a topic or get revising. 

Based on the classic connect four game, you answer the question successfully to place a 
counter on the template. 

The aim of the game is to get four in a row.

Boards you could create:

• Christian beliefs.

• Christian practices.

• Muslim beliefs.

• Muslim practices.

• Relationships and families.

• Peace and conflict.

• Crime and punishment.

• Human rights.



Snakes and ladders

A great way to summarise a 
topic or get revising without 
feeling like it’s revision. 

Based on the classic game of 
snakes and ladders, you 
answer the question 
successfully to roll the dice 
and move around the board. 

The aim of the game is to get 
to the finish before anyone 
else.



Articulate

This fast paced game will 
encourage you to recall key word 
definitions and allow repetition –
a great way to revise.



Rapidough

A great group revision task 
– one team member 
models the key word for 
the rest of their team to 
guess. 

The more you get right the 
more of the other teams 
dough you can pinch, the 
team with no dough at the 
end it the loser.



Pictionary

A great group 
revision task –sketch 
or illustrate the key 
word for your 
partner to guess.

(you had lists in your 
year 10 summer 
work pack)



Revision pong
Two teams go head to 
head. 

Each team take turns 
throwing ping pong 
balls into the other 
teams cup. 

When a ball lands in 
the cup that team must 
answer the question in 
the cup, but if they get 
it incorrect they must 
complete a forfeit.



Charades

Two teams go head to head. 

Each team takes it in turns 
to think of a key word or 
process.

The student then acts out 
the word or process to the 
players. 

The first team to get the 
correct answer gets the 
point.



Snooker

How many points can 
your achieve?

Pot a red and then select 
a colour, then go back to 
red and so on... until all 
have been potted.



Dominoes

Create a set of dominoes to match up 
key words, diagrams, question and 
answers.

Once made, cut them out and play.



Blockbusters

Two teams play 
against each other in 
order to get to the 
other size of the 
board.



Snap

Design a set of flash cards with 
either keys words and 
definitions, features and 
sketches, questions and 
answers in order to play SNAP.



Jenga

You play a game of Jenga and each brick has a 
keyword attached. 

Each person is also given a worksheet with two 
columns – definition and write a sentence 
which includes the word. 

As you remove a brick from the Jenga tower, 
you complete the worksheet.



Challenge grids

Select questions to answer 
to gain points, each 
question varies with 
difficulty as do the points.

The aim is to get 30 points 
in total  or more.



Spider diagrams

Summarise a topic onto a 
page branching out 
various sub-topics

List as many things that 
you need to know OR 
what you already know



Past paper exams
Practice makes perfect!

Check out the exam board website for 
exam papers and matching mark schemes.



Nightmare before your exam
Create an exam paper OR set of questions that you would hate to be on the 
exam, in order target you revision.



Create a mark scheme

Using previous mark schemes, 
design your own exam paper 
and mark scheme. 

This could then be swapped and 
completed by another student.



Zone of relevance

This is where you have an 
exam question and using 
your notes or reading 
material select the most 
relevant information for that 
specific question.

This can help you to 
understand, the most 
important and relevant 
information that specifically 
answers the exam question.



Websites
http://request.org.uk/ (resources exploring the Christian faith, from Jesus to life as a Christian in the 21st century).

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion (BBC’s archive of articles about all aspects of religion)

http://www.philosophybasics.com/ (the huge subject of philosophy broken down into manageable chunks)

https://www.youtube.com/user/crashcourse (philosophical concepts explained in film form)

https://www.truetube.co.uk/ (short films for all ages and abilities about philosophy ethics and religion)

http://www.rsrevision.com/contents/index.htm (flashcard revision materials)
https://quizlet.com/  (revision web-site for making and sharing digital resources. Look for Mrs C Gould and request an add to the correct group: GCSE PEAR {this is year 11} GCSE new AQA, 
year 12 or year 13)

http://www.reonline.org.uk/learning/ (a searchable database of everything to do with philosophy, ethics and religion)

https://www.biblegateway.com/  (a searchable online Bible)

https://www.youtube.com/user/MrMcMillanREvis (how to revise and revision film clips for BOTH GCSE and A-level)

https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/ (study resources for both GCSE and A-level as well as advice on revising, HE, FE and life)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvtJja2ihYQ&list=PLhQpDGfX5e7CI3ReXlkaqfYZcGs3phfAa&index=15 (Open University 60 second adventures in religion and thought)

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhQpDGfX5e7BGqzqTkQvccgNPKbUNGuQS (Open University exploring religion in London)

http://www.thetablet.co.uk/student-zone/ (international Catholic News Weekly)

http://www.reasonablefaith.org/ (blogs, film clips, articles on different topics and themes relevant to both GCSE and A-level)

http://www.tutor2u.net/religious-studies/blog/gcse-revision-quizzes-for-religious-studies (ready-made revision quizzes for GCSE)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03zf45d/clips (debates and discussions with young people of faith)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b007zpll/episodes/guide (Big Questions debate - some questions match GCSE ethics topic areas)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b04bwydw (radio 4 recording of different comparisons between modern characters and philosophical thinkers)

https://www.youtube.com/user/thephilosophytube (watch and listen to Olly explain philosophy and the theist responses to ethical issues)

https://www.youtube.com/user/WirelessPhilosophy (Our mission is to introduce people to the practice of philosophy by making videos that are freely available in a form that is 
entertaining, interesting, and accessible to people with no background in the subject.)
http://www.sophia-project.org/ (online collection of philosophy teaching resources.)

https://www.bigquestionsonline.com/ (philosophical thinking shown through questioning and debating)

http://www.religioustolerance.org/ (explaining religious perspectives on moral issues)

http://www.philosophypathways.com/topten.html (a comprehensive list of online philosophy resources)

https://www.templeton.org/signature-programs/big-questions-essay-series (big questions answered in essay responses to use for inspiration)

There is an 
extensive list on 
Mrs Gould’s blog
OR
Email me and I will 
send you this list.
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Revision clock

Break down topics into 12 
sub-topics.

In each segment students can 
make illustrate diagrams and 
summarise key information.

Each segment has a 5 minute 
time limit, in order to break 
down learning into smaller 
pieces.



BUG

BOX the command word

i.e. describe, explain, evaluate, 
assess

UNDERLINE key ideas to focus 
in, to understand what content 
will be needed in their answers

GLANCE over the question to 
make sure you include 
everything needed



Shrink it down

Shrink down revision notes in 
order to select the most 
important information OR 
simplify what needs to be learnt 
and what has already been 
learnt



Consult an expert

Summarise topics or 
questions that you need 
additional help on.

Then ask a friend, class 
member or teacher to 
help you understand 
what you are struggling 
with.



Snowballing
On separate pieces of paper 
write a variety of topics you 
need to revise, i.e. Christian 
beliefs, Muslim practices etc.

Scrunch up the paper and 
throw it to others can add 
their knowledge to the piece 
of paper.

When the paper is full, open 
it out and take a picture. 

As a team you have created a 
summary sheet of 
information about that topic.



Question tennis

Two teams go head to head. 

Each team take turns throwing questions to 
the other team for them to bat back the 
answer and a different question. 

If that fail to give the correct answer your 
team wins the point.



Paper chains

Take an exam question. 

Complete the question writing each 
sentence on one strip of paper and see how 
many chains you can connect to create a 
chain demonstrating how much detail is in 
your answer.



Bunting

Design revision bunting 
consisting of key words, case 
studies, concepts or sketches 
with annotations.



Plasticine

Model diagrams and landforms with 
plasticine in order to understand 
various features.

For example a church or mosque 
showing the different important 
features.



Revision guide

These are 
available at a 
discounted 
price from the 
school shop 
(LRC)



Flash cards

Each card has a key 
word and definition so 
you can constantly quiz 
yourself or your 
friends.



Youtube



Model answers

Use past exam papers and full 
mark model answers to 
understand how the marks are 
awarded.



Progress tracking.

Use revision lists to tick 
which sub-topics you 
have revised and feel 
confident about



Instructions A step by step guide

Create a step by step guide especially for 
formation questions, such as...

• ceremonies

• Logical chains of thought



Note cards

Summarise important 
information on to flip 
cards in order to read 
just before your exam.



Voice memos

Record your revision verbally, so you can 
play it back and listen to your revision.

Use a voice memo app on your phone for 
FREE!



Summary booklets

Either using one you have created 
(summarise notes and add tasks) or 
complete the ones given to you 
ready made.



Mnemonics

Using letters to abbreviate 
words, learn spellings and stages 
of a ceremony.

For example this example is to 
remember the planets in order 
using a simple sentence.



Venn diagrams

Compare 
similarities and 
differences 
between crucial 
facts for each 
topic

Church 
of 

England.
Islam.



Foldable revision

This is a great strategy to test 
yourself on key words and 
definitions.

The key words go on the top, 
whilst the definition is written 
underneath.

A great way to keep your revision 
together!



Reverse highlighting

As you read the information, 
black out any words you do not 
know or think are not relevant.

Then anything that is left will be 
the key information.



Revision timetable
You should plan your revision in 
small chucks of no more than 45 
minutes, with at least a 15 minute 
break for every 45 minutes worth of 
work. 
This is proven to increase 
concentration.
You should spend about 20% of 
your time on revision for each 
subject.
For example;
You have 5 PEAR lessons a fortnight. 
This equals 5 hours.
Therefore you should revise 
approximately 45 minutes each 
week.

Remember to tick 
off your work as you 
go.
This will help you 
feel like you have 
achieved something, 
even if it is in small 
steps.



Highlighting

Highlighting is a popular activity when 
revising, but be careful that you are using 
it for the right reasons.

Students who highlight their notes rarely 
highlight what is most important. 

Although it may look nice ask yourself –
does it help?

Colour code your notes into categories. 

For example in PEAR we can categorise 
information in evidence and explanation 
or behaviours based on evidence.


