
 

Curriculum Rationale 

Subject English 

 Key Stage 4  

Intent 

 

Students will study for two GCSEs: one in English Language and one in English Literature. They 

will be required to complete four exam papers at the end of KS4 (two in English Language and 

two in English Literature). 

These exams are now graded 1-9 and are assessed by examination only.  In addition, students 

will complete a Spoken Language Assessment for their English Language GCSE which is 

separately endorsed by the exam board. 

In English Language paper 1, students will need to be able to identify implicit and explicit 

information, analyse language and structure whilst also evaluating writers’ methods.  They must 

also be able to write creatively, either writing to describe or narrate. 

In preparation for Language paper 2, students need to be able to read a wide range of texts from 

different time periods. They need to identify implicit and explicit information, be able to summarise 

and synthesis information, analyse language and compare writers’ perspectives and 

viewpoints.  They must also be able to write to express a viewpoint. 

During KS4 students will begin to study the literature texts for GCSE and will continue to revisit 

them during these three years. 

The following texts are studied for GCSE English Literature: 

 Shakespeare: Macbeth 

 19th Century Novel: A Christmas Carol 

 Modern Text: An Inspector Calls 

 

In addition to these texts, students study the Love and Relationships Anthology which is made 

up of 16 poems. 

For each of these texts, students must read the whole text and understand the plot, characters, 

themes and the historical context in which the text was originally written.  The texts can be related 

to core British values which can be accessed by all students emphasising equality for all. 

 

AQA assessments have been designed to inspire and motivate students, providing appropriate 

stretch and challenge whilst ensuring, as far as possible, that the assessment and texts are 

accessible to the full range of students. 

The specification will enable students of all abilities to develop the skills they need to read, 

understand and analyse a wide range of different texts covering the 19th, 20th and 21st century 

time periods as well as to write clearly, coherently and accurately using a range of vocabulary and 

sentence structures. 

 

AQA provide a good range of resources and support. Other schools in the Trust also use AQA 

which provides us with opportunities for moderation and accurate data analysis. 

 

Implementations 
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In Year 9 we promote challenging fiction and non-fiction which encourages students to read and 

explore their world and imagination. Students regularly write independently, at length, to develop 

their critical thinking skills, reflection and self-editing. There is an increasing focus on “whole-text” 

skills in preparation for GCSE study. These novels and plays continue to be supplemented with 

additional poetry, and extracts of fiction and non-fiction to provide a richer cultural understanding 

of the texts in context. Students also continue to regularly experience Media and Drama, through 

responses to their units of study. 

 

The department takes a conceptual approach to the teaching of English Language and English 

Literature GCSEs – we teach the skills necessary for the Language GCSE through the Literature 

texts, incorporating creative and persuasive writing as responses to the texts and their themes.  

 

In Year 10, students will complete a Shakespeare text – Macbeth, the AQA Love and Relationships 

poetry anthology, A Christmas Carol and An Inspector Calls. Fiction and Non-fiction extracts will 

be used to support their contextual understanding and prepare them for Paper 1 and Paper 2 of 

the Language course. They will build on their existing analytical skills to develop independent 

essay writing, practicing regularly, and developing the vocabulary necessary to deal with dense 

and thought-provoking literature. 

 

In Year 11 students will begin to unpick the process of applying the skills learned from studying 

literature texts to the examination-style questions for the Language course. They continue to write 

regularly, both analytically and creatively, and further develop their response to unseen texts 

including poetry and non-fiction. Students will also have to complete a brief presentation on a topic 

of their choice, as an additional endorsement for their Language GCSE. We guide students 

through a TEDTalk model, so that they can often access the top band, ensuring their presentation 

includes an argument thread throughout. This work also supplements the non-fiction writing skills 

tested on in the Language course. 

 

Impact 

 

It is expected that GCSE specifications in English language should ensure students can read 

fluently and write effectively. They should be able to demonstrate a confident control of Standard 

English and they should be able to write grammatically correct sentences, deploy figurative 

language and analyse texts. In addition, GCSE specifications in English language must enable 

students to: listen to and understand spoken language, and use spoken Standard English 

effectively. 

 

Through literature, students have a chance to develop culturally and acquire knowledge of the 

best that has been thought and written. Studying GCSE English literature should encourage 

students to read widely for pleasure, and as a preparation for studying literature at a higher level. 

 

Students are expected to leave school with the skills for employment and are aware how to make 

a positive and successful contribution to the society in which they live. 

 


