
 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

28th June 2019 

 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

 

The academic year is nearing its end, with that we say goodbye to Year 11 and 13 and will 

soon be welcoming our new students in July for two days in preparation for their September 

start. It gives me great pleasure to inform you we are now full in all year groups from 

September in Key Stage 4. Our Sixth Form is also growing both onsite and offsite – our external 

partners include Rockley and BAMM with Dorset School of Acting (DSA) also now joining us 

in September. 

 

Staff Changes for September 2019 

 

Staff leaving: 

 Mr Chapman – will be moving on to lead Maths at Dorset Studio School. We wish Mr 

Chapman well in his new role, he has been part of the LeAF Studio School since its 

beginning in 2013 and has been a significant part of the leadership team during the 

school’s growth. 

 Mrs Harding – will be taking up a role leading Modern Foreign Languages at Magna 

Academy. We would like to thank Mrs Harding for moving the Languages department 

forward so energetically over the past couple of years and congratulate her on her 

promotion. 

 Miss Lalor – is moving back to Ireland to be with her family. Miss Lalor has worked 

tirelessly at LeAF Studio as an English teacher for four years as well as leading our 

student ambassador team and the annual prom - she will be sadly missed. 

 Mrs Dulston & Miss Aplin – they are both temporarily leaving to have babies! We wish 

them both a restful few weeks in the lead up to their imminent arrivals and an 

enjoyable time whilst on maternity leave. 

 

Staff joining: 

 Mr Edmonds – Head of Maths and Head of Years 9 & 10 

 Ms Jennings – Head of English 

 Mrs Potter-White – Languages 

 Mrs Taylor – Humanities and English 

 Mrs Daly – English 

 Mr Weaver – Science 

 Ms Bamboulis – Psychology, Philosophy & Ethics 
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 Miss Magookin – Performing Arts (maternity cover) 

 Mrs Barrington – Drama (maternity cover) 

 Mrs Farmer – Admin support 

 

Academics 

In terms of academic subjects, this has been the busiest term of the year as one would expect. 

Year 11 and 13 have had their final GCSE and A-Level exams and have performed admirably 

to balance their revision and studies with their specialism training. Whilst it was a stressful 

time for all concerned, the majority of students left school on Friday 14th June with massive 

smiles on their faces at the thought of their extended summer holiday. A massive thank you 

goes to Mrs Hawkins for running such a smooth operation and supporting all of the students 

(and staff!) in this very busy and demanding time. 

 

In addition, Years 9, 10 and 12 have all started their end of year exam windows, where they 

too will be taking GCSE papers in all of their subjects in order to help prepare them for their 

own final exams. Getting into good habits now is essential in building confidence for our 

students in order to give them the best chance of being successful at the end of their studies. 

 

Away from the exam hall, there have been a number of subjects who are focusing on the NEA 

(Non-Examined Assessments) in their subjects, including Media and the Performing Arts 

subjects. Whilst coursework is now worth substantially less than in previous years, this is still 

a key component for us as students look to bank a significant proportion of their marks before 

sitting the examined papers. Positive moderation reports for all the BTEC subjects have also 

highlighted the success of our KS5 provision in terms of adapting the qualifications to our 

vocational context. 

 

Performing Arts 

It has been a wonderful year for LeAF Stage & Screen! The department has again gone from 

strength to strength with a range of fantastic events and opportunities.  

 

We are thrilled to announce that our Y13 leavers are soon to be off to begin their future 

studies at university and vocational college.  

 Amy Richmond – The Brighton Academy 

 Beth Hughes – Rose Bruford 

 Issy Flutter – Bird College 

 Jenna Brown has secured a performing contract at Disneyland Paris!  

 Josh Carton – The Brighton Academy 

 Libby Avery – Bird College 

 Nelly Waller – The Brighton Academy 

 Phoebe White – Addict Dance Academy 

 Sean Cahill – The Brighton Academy 



 Sophie Lee – London School of Musical Theatre 

 Tom Taylor – PPA 

 

LeAF Live, the first music only event arranged by Mr Hayman with GCSE Music students, was 

a roaring success for both students and parents, with some very impressive and creative 

performances showcasing the best of music at LeAF Studio.  

 

Legally Blonde is just around the corner with performance on Thursday 18, Friday 19 and 

Saturday 20 July. Final tickets remaining and purchasable via 

www.ticketsource.co.uk/leafstudioschool 

 

Students of T5 were announced in the TALENT assemblies (previously known as specialism 

assemblies):  

GCSE Dance 

 Lily Cottrell – Y9 

 Sabrina Robinson – Y10 

GCSE Drama 

 Carese Rogers – Y9 

 Lacey Jay – Y10 

GCSE Music 

 Ocean Parr – Y9 

 Oscar Paulley – Y10 

 

We are delighted to have appointed maternity cover for both Miss Aplin and Miss Dulston. 

We wish both of them an exciting maternity leave as they leave us at the end of term. We 

hope you will join us in welcoming Katie Magookin who will join the team in a full-time 

position and Jo Barrington joining part-time.  

 

Moving forward into the new academic year we can confirm that rehearsals for 

productions/showcases will continue to take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Vocal 

rehearsals will take place on Fridays after school.  

 

In September, we are very excited as we look forward to auditions for Move It 2020 and 

Spotlight ’20!  

 

Thank you for another wonderful year! We wish all the best to those leaving LeAF Stage & 

Screen and look forward to continue working with those remaining and joining us. 

 
Sport 

Sixth Former Teagan-Mae Graham qualified for the Nationals Swimming Competition held 

later this year in the 400m freestyle with a time of 4:46.16.  

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/leafstudioschool


 

Jamie Whitcher (Year 10) has been very busy recently with 6th in the senior category at the 

Heath race, 1st on the P311 with a cracking time of 21.26 a couple of days later and then 

finished the week at Winchester Crit, which was also the regional champs. Jamie was 2nd 

overall and 1st southern rider to win the U16 South Regional Championships. 

 

 
  

Otis McAuliffe has been selected for the Double-Mini Trampoline National GBR Squad 2019 

for the European competition and achieving qualifying standard for World Championship. 

 

Daniel Sanchez has been busy winning competitions: 

 100m – 1st (County Champion) 11.4 secs (11.3 in heat) 

 200m – 1st (County Champion) 23.6 secs (23.3 in heat) 

 

Dan will now represent the Dorset Team at the English Schools Athletics Championships 2019 

in 200m on 12th & 13th July. Having run the 8th fastest time in the country at U15 level, we 

wish Dan all the best competing on the 12th&13th. 

 

Jess Treweek was part of the Reading Ladies Academy Tour of France where the girls won the 

tournament beating Paris FC in the final and going the whole tournament unbeaten without 

conceding a goal.  Jess has subsequently been offered a place at Reading U16 girls RTC. 

 



Congratulations to our outgoing Year 11s who have signed two year scholarships with AFC 

Bournemouth: Jake Adams, Brandon Channell, Aaron Roberts & Jack Wadham. Also 

congratulations to Bradley Stewart who makes his way across the Severn Bridge to sign for 

Cardiff City FC. 

 

Many congratulations to all of our athletes for their continuing successes – we here at LeAF 

Studio are very proud of you all. 

 

Teaching & Learning 

This half term, staff have focused on developing the use of the Knowledge Organiser. We have 

met as a team to identify how we can best use this strategy moving forward and how to 

implement and embed these within home learning to improve the impact of progress for all 

students. 

 

In September, we will be taking a consistent approach to the use of the Knowledge Organiser 

and home learning. Students will receive a Knowledge Organiser practice book, this will allow 

them to record their completed home learning and for tutors to check this. Our aim is to aid 

students in the learning of subject specific terminology and for them to be able to recall and 

draw on this knowledge throughout their GCSE course.  Home learning timetables will be 

issued to all students to ensure there is a clear structure to home learning with clear 

expectations, rewards and sanctions. This will again promote consistency across the whole 

school. 

 

Differentiation has continued to be at the forefront of teaching and learning. LeAF Studio 

strives to support all of our students, providing intervention sessions and stretch tasks. Staff 

have been assigned to working groups and completed case studies in which they have created 

new and engaging differentiated resources. We have spent time gathering feedback from 

students and exploring learning styles, these have been shared with all staff and well received 

by our students. 

 

September looks set to be an exciting time for LeAF Studio in which we welcome some newly 

appointed staff to support the growth of our school. Our focus will continue to be to move 

from good to outstanding and we will be exploring new initiatives in supporting and improving 

literacy across the curriculum.  

 

Inclusion 

Huge congratulations go to the Year 11 students who have required additional support 

throughout the year. The students worked extremely hard throughout the exams and we are 

very proud of them and are looking forward to seeing their results.  

 



We would also like to thank the support staff who have worked tirelessly to ensure our 

students were correctly supported throughout their exams, and also to wish all our students 

who are going on to new providers every success with their future qualifications. For those 

who are staying we look forward to working with them through their time in the sixth form. 

 

The school launch of #TeamLeaf #ProudToBeLeaf has begun to pay dividends in raising 

expectations and behavioural consistency in the classrooms. Staff and students have risen to 

the challenge and congratulations to everyone who is striving to meet our high expectations. 

The impact on results and progress will be significant. 

 

Careers 

Year 9 have been participating in group career interviews with an external careers advisor. 

They have been discussing aspects of their personalities and linking them to suitable careers. 

What has been apparent from feedback so far is that our students have an ambitious plan of 

study for their future pathways and are keen to explore all the options available to them: sixth 

forms, colleges, apprenticeships and of course staying on at LeAF.  

 

As part of this preparation some students went to Bournemouth University for a tour of the 

campus and took part in a workshop about university life including degree options and 

funding. It was a fantastic day out and students were very impressed with the facilities onsite. 

 

Year 10 are currently preparing for their two week work experience placement. Students will 

gain an insight into the world of work – please ensure students are punctual and are suitably 

dressed as required. They will have a log book to complete throughout the two weeks and 

will be issued with a certificate on completion – perfect for their CVs and interviews. 

 

Year 11 have completed their exams and some are off to pastures new – well done and we 

are so proud of you; we hope that you get the grades you need for your next steps. 

 

Safeguarding 

I would like to take the opportunity to remind you that if you have any queries regarding your 

child, the following staff are the main point of contact in the first instance: 

 SEND  – Mr J Phillips 

 Academic Progress – Mr Clark 

 Pastoral  – Relevant Head of Year 

o Yr9 & 10 – Mr Edmonds 

o Yr11 – tbc 

o Yr12 – specialism lead 

o Yr12 – specialism lead 

 Safeguarding - Mrs E Kempton (KS4), Mrs Chewins (KS5) 

 Stage & Screen – Mr G Lake 



 Sport & PE – Mr Evans 

 Anti-bullying and E-safety Lead – Mr Phillips 

 Exams or Admissions– Mrs M Hawkins 

 

Forthcoming Events 

 Wednesday 3rd July 

o Awards Evening for all students 

 Friday 5th July 

o INSET day – school closed to students except those rehearsing for Legally 

Blonde 

 Monday 8th July 

o Work experience commences for a fortnight for Years 10 & 12 

 Thursday 11th July 

o Contemporary exams 

 Friday 12th July 

o MP Connor Burns visiting the school 

o Legally Blonde all day rehearsal 

 Monday 15th July 

o Specialism week for Yr9 students, schools finishes 3pm Mon - Thurs. 

o Legally Blonde the Musical rehearsal & shows through to Saturday night 

 Friday 19th July 

o School closes for summer at 12:30pm 

 Monday 2nd September 

o School inset day – closed to all students 

 Tuesday 3rd September 

o School inset day – open to Yr9 and 12 students only 

 Wednesday 4th September 

o School open to all 

  

Thank you as always for your ongoing support, I wish you all a safe and enjoyable summer. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Nadine Lapskas 

Principal 


