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9th September 2018 

Dear Parent / Carer 

After a long (and hopefully relaxing) summer break, I would like to offer a warm welcome to all new 

and returning students and parents. All of us at LeAF Studio are very excited about the prospect of 

another fantastic year ahead.  

With LeAF Studio continually expanding comes the need to develop the team of staff. I would like to 

welcome the following new staff members to the LeAF Studio team: 

 Maths – Mr M Barbu 

 A Level Biology & Psychology – Miss I Glynn 

 Business – Miss G Manning 

 Science Trainee Teacher – Mr T Widger 

 Pastoral Lead (KS5) – Mrs L Chewins 

 Strength & Conditioning – Mr N Patrick (Lead Coach - now moved permanently to our staff) 

and Mr M Laurijssen (Sport Coach)  

 Football – Mr O Davis (supported by AFC Bournemouth Coaches) 

 Volleyball – Mr J Sheaf 

Academics 

As ever, it has been a very busy summer for academic subjects and promises to be an even busier year 

as we go forward. Year 11 students achieved some fantastic results in their GCSE exams, particularly 

in English Literature, Dance and Drama, which all achieved record results. In addition, there were 

significant improvements in Science, Geography and Languages, which reflects the hard work of the 

new staff appointed last year. Our highest individual performer was Estella Pizzati Sertorelli, who 

passed all 11 of her GCSEs with grade 8s in Dance, Drama and Spanish plus an A* in Italian (in which 

she scored 100%). Not to be outdone, the sixth form were also highly successful, with the average 

overall grade for BTECs being a Distinction. In addition, there were some notable individual successes 

– for example Daisy Dickson achieved a triple Distinction*, the highest possible grade, and is now 

studying at Performers College. 

Looking forward, we are determined to continue to embed the considerable improvements made over 

the last 12 months and our focus on academics is clearer than ever. The current Year 11 cohort will 

have the best academic and careers support we have ever provided as we seek to support them in 

reaching their full potential. With two full sets of mocks planned before they sit their final papers, they 

will have plenty of opportunity to prepare and revise for their terminal exams. Following our successful 

exam season in July, all other year groups will continue to have end of year exams in each subject, and 

again there will be considerable support provided in helping students with revision strategies to help 

them succeed. Whilst we are always focused on our specialisms, we know most of our students will 
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go on to have dual careers and so the importance of academic qualifications in opening doors for them 

cannot be emphasised enough.  

Performing Arts 

A warm welcome from the LeAF Stage & Screen teaching faculty! We are delighted to announce that 

our faculty is now full again after Miss Dulstons’ return in April.  

Following the huge success of our summer show SPOTLIGHT ’18, we are delighted to announce the 

following dates for the auditions and our July 2019 musical, Legally Blonde: 

Year 9 and 11: Tuesday 18 September 4-7pm 

Year 10 and Post 16: Wednesday 19 September 4-7pm 

Recall List: Friday 21 September at 3pm 

Call backs: Tuesday 25 September 4-7pm 

Elite Dance & Ensemble Auditions: Wednesday 26 September 4-6pm 

Cast List: Friday 28 September 3pm 

Legally Blonde will be performed on 15-20 July 2019 at The Layard Theatre. 

We are thrilled to announce that we have secured a spot at the Bournemouth Schools’ Carol Concert 

which takes place on 21 November 2018, the cast of this performance will be our Elite Choir. Elite 

Choir auditions are available for Year 9 – Year 13 students and will take place on 21 September 

between 3 and 5pm.  

Throughout this academic year we hope to hold some intimate performances in all our disciplines and 

also run theatre trips and workshops.  

We have worked closely with Carnival UK to secure the opportunity to tour a cruise ship in October 

and meet the on-board production team in the rehearsals for their show. This will be a fantastic 

opportunity for some of our Post 16 students who hope to work in this area of the industry in the 

future.  

The Stage & Screen faculty are incredibly excited about this coming academic year and look forward 

to working alongside our performers on our showcases and opportunities.  

Sport 

Hello and welcome back from the LeAF Athlete Academy teaching faculty! Our faculty has grown to 

now incorporate coaches from AFC Bournemouth working with Mr Davis to run the football 

programme, and we are delighted to announce the return of Mr Patrick in his new role as Lead Coach. 

Following the huge success of many student athletes last year we are also pleased to announce the 

recruitment of Mr Laurijssen to the strength and conditioning team. 

We are looking forward to our upcoming Barcelona trip for the Athlete Academy, this should provide 

a great opportunity for our students to experience a competitive international atmosphere to train 

and compete in.  



Our Multi Sport Centre has recently had a floor refurbishment so is ready for PE and sport lessons to 

commence full steam ahead, we therefore ask that students are equipped with non-marking soled 

footwear in addition to their school shoes, this is for hygiene reasons and to protect our new floor. 

Now working more closely with AFC Bournemouth in our football programme,  we are looking forward 

to entering the English Small Schools FA Cup again as well as local football tournaments and finding 

more competitive opportunities for all of our athletes. Please check our Facebook group for student 

successes and please continue to post the great news! 

The Athlete Academy faculty are excited for another successful year with our sports stars and hope 

you are too! 

Teaching & Learning 

Stretch and Challenge - We have begun to implement new strategies  and strive for top level learners 

with a focus on presentation of work, ensuring there is consistency across the curriculum. 

Home Learning  - We are in the process of implementing a new strategy, which promotes pre learning 

and allows students to consolidate their knowledge and understanding. This will be launch to students 

in tutor time over the next coming weeks.  

SEND 

A warm welcome to our new students and welcome back to our existing students from the SEND 

department. We welcome back our Teaching Assistants Mrs Regan, Mrs Howarth and Mrs Holloway 

and are pleased to announce that Mrs Chewins will be joining Miss Curtis in a newly created pastoral 

support role specifically for KS5. We have allocated our support time across our students and subjects 

and will be making adjustments as we get to know some of our new students better. Please feel free 

to contact Mr Phillips at school to discuss any specific SEND concerns you have or if you would like to 

bring anything to our attention while we await paperwork and information from our feeder schools. 

We look forward to working with you across the coming year. 

Personal Development, Behaviour and Welfare 

As our new term begins and training, competition and performance ramps up for most of our students 

we will be reiterating the importance of effective nutrition, hydration and recovery (sleep) in order to 

ensure that every student can perform to their potential. We will be sharing our guidelines through 

our social media channels, but please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions you may have. 

Our online Training and Wellness Monitoring Form is now live for all students and we will be collecting 

information about training load, competitions and performances as well as injuries and illness each 

week in order to provide the most effective support through our training programmes. We are very 

much looking forward to hearing about the successes and achievements that will take place across 

the school over the coming term, and will celebrate these through tutor time, assemblies, our Wall of 

Fame in school and via our social media channels to the wider community. 

Literacy 

Literacy Support Sessions will be introduced this year and will focus on different Literacy skills over 

the coming months. They are designed to support the work students are doing in their academic 

classes, with students being selected to participate in these classes based on what skills they need 



additional support with. The sessions will be small in size to best facilitate the students’ needs. 

Alongside these support sessions, handwriting sessions will begin during break time for selected 

students. Handwriting affects not only the students’ life at school but their employability in future. 

Consequently, we will identify students who struggle in this area and provide the support necessary. 

Careers 

Throughout the course of the year, students at LeAF can expect to have meaningful encounters with 

a number of Higher Education providers who will be coming to the school to see our talented students 

and welcome them on residential trips. All students will have access to a careers advisor by 

appointment to discuss and help with their future pathway applications. I would also like to invite 

parents to contact Mrs Percival  (cpercival@leaf.bournemouth.sch.uk) if you have any questions about 

careers. A careers fair has been organised for Wednesday 21st November to provide more information 

to students and parents – more information about this important event will be coming out in due 

course.  

Safeguarding 

I would like to take the opportunity to remind you that if you have any queries regarding your child, 

the following staff are the main point of contact in the first instance: 

 SEND  – Mr J Phillips 

 Pastoral  – Miss E Curtis (KS4), Mrs Chewins (KS5) 

 Dance – Mr G Lake 

 Drama & Music – Miss B Aplin 

 PE – Mr Holman 

 Sport, Anti-bullying and E-safety Lead – Mr Chapman 

 Exams or Admissions– Miss M Hawkins 

Physiotherapy 

As informed near the end of the academic year, due to budget constraints LeAF Studio are no longer 

able to continue paying for on-site physiotherapy for the students. However, we have secured a 

massive discounted rate for the physiotherapist to attend site for students that wish to pay for this 

service.  

This service would mean limited time away from lessons, and supports re-engagement into their sport 

or performing art much quicker. This service could be bought in bulk upfront or as an emergency 

though payment would be required immediately. If at any point your child requires the 

physiotherapist, or you are interested in buying a bulk upfront course of sessions due to a current or 

on-going injury, please contact Mr Patrick in the first instance at NPatrick@leaf.bournemouth.sch.uk. 

Forthcoming Events 

 Tuesday 11th September 

o School photos – all students 

 Thursday 20th September 

o KS4 Open Evening, 6-8pm – please spread the word 

 Thursday 4th October 
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o Year 11 Parents Evening, 4 – 6:30pm 

 Monday 8th October 

o Cruise ship tour - KS5 Performing Arts students 

 Tuesday 9th October 

o Stay Safe, Stay Alive assembly by Wiltshire & Dorset Fire Service – all Year 12 students 

 Friday 12th October 

o Apprenticeship assembly and workshops – Years 10 – 13 

 Tuesday 16th October 

o Year 9 Parents Evening, 4 – 6:30pm 

Finally, as you will have no doubt seen in both local and national media publicity, school budgets are 

being squeezed more than ever. LeAF Studio invests a lot of money ensuring our students gain 

specialist training alongside health and well-being support through outside speakers, work 

experience, and much more. As a result, our costs far exceed that of most secondary schools when 

compared to our income. 

To ensure we can continue to enrich the students’ time at LeAF Studio (and in line with many other 

schools), we are requesting that parents make a voluntary contribution of £20 per term, £60 across 

the academic year (per student / family) to support the continuation of these wonderful opportunities. 

If you are able to, we would be grateful for any help – you can pay by cheque (made out to LeAF 

Studio), cash or online through ParentPay. Every penny donated will go directly to providing resources 

and opportunities for your child. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Nadine Lapskas 

Principal 

 

 


